THE HUB'BUB
News from Cowichan Station: Hub of the Universe
Spring 2013
Profiles of Cowichan Stationites – Past & Present
Dallas Vaux lives on Riverside Road, Cowichan Station, with his
daughter Elaine. Across the road sits the gracious 100 year old
farmhouse built by Dallas’ grandfather, Robert Mouat Colvin. Rosedale
Farm, named after a Scottish settlement on Shetland Islands originally
encompassed three contiguous sections of land: 158 acres each for three
brothers: Tom, Peter and Robert Colvin. Riverside Rd, Colvin Rd,
Rosedale Road, all reflect the presence of this family and Rosedale
Farm.
Dallas thinks he has found the
foundation of the original house
on the farm, hand-built by his
grandfather Robert Colvin prior
to his marriage in 1886 to
Jeremina. When Robert took his
bride to see their first house, she
thought it was the lamb shed!
From Dallas’ impression of the
foundation, it was a small log
cabin partially below ground
level. Robert and Jeremina had
six children while they lived in
that original log cabin. The
family moved into the large
farmhouse around the turn of the
century. Dallas pointed out that
all the building work was done
Dallas Vaux Reminisces
with handsaws in his
grandfather’s time.
The Colvin family maintained a flock of 20 sheep, in part for
Jeremina’s knitting. Jeremina was a gifted knitter and shared the
traditional Scottish “Fair Isle” pattern with her Cowichan knitting
friends. Dallas still has some of her sweaters, and they are remarkably
fine.
Dallas: (looking at another photo) “This Cowichan Indian sweater is
at least 75 years old but it still looks as good as new. The land around
the farm was logged in the mid-30s. Two years later while on a walk
my uncle found this sweater lying on a stump. It had spent 2 years out
in the weather but was still good. This is the Fair Isle pattern”.
Dallas was born in 1928, the son of Billy (William Henry) Vaux and
Edith Miller Vaux (nee Colvin). He had one sister, Geraldine (Gerry).
He married Fern Riome in 1950 and they had three children. Dallas
began work age 18 hauling gravel and by 1950 he was driving a
highway logging truck. Since logging trucks got laid off during the
summer and winter Dallas changed to Hearsey’s Transport in 1958 and
hauled chips into Crofton from Lake Cowichan until 1972. From 1972
until his retirement in 1985 he hauled bulk cement from Bamberton to
Redi- Mix plants all over the Island.
Written by Lorna Medd. Photo by Gord Iversen

Join the Cowichan
Station Love-In!
Help give Cowichan Station a
community-wide 125th birthday
present… 125 small “labours of
love” for the people or places of
this community!

1. Do something nice for the
community. Help a neighbour,
pick up litter, etc. Ideas are posted
on the HUB bulletin board or
CSAA website.
2. Tell us. Send a photo, note,
sketch, etc. to tell us what you
did. Deadline: March 31. (Please
do not send photos of people who do
not want their photograph shared!)
MAIL to CSSA (Address on Back)

Drop off in HUB mailbox (by
front door);
Email:125@cowichanstation.org

Facebook: Cowichan Station

Area Association
3. Celebrate! Come to the 125th
Birthday Bash on April 12th
where the stories of all the
“labours of love” will be
presented in a display. See event
details on back page.

Alison Pitching In

schoolhouse into a pottery
Tightwad Cowichan –
studio, run by a co-op of local
Spendthrift Wisdom for
potters, and a rentable “arts
Rural Living It’s natural to
room” (custom made for
look for ways to save money.
getting messy, but multiWe all like getting a “deal” on
purpose). In the Annex, a
something. It’s great when a
Montessori daycare is
friend or a family member
pursuing permitting. We
continue to work hard to make shares simple money saving
ideas or even a home remedy
all HUB spaces wheelchair
Progress at the Hub
for an illness.
accessible, and thanks to BC
“Much ingenuity with a little
Renovations are continuing at Rehab, a stair-lift into the top
money is vastly more profitable and
a blistering speed as we near floor of the schoolhouse will be amusing than much money without
installed this month!
ingenuity” Arnold Bennett.
the end of our generous
We thought that we would see
Canadian Heritage grant,
The
HUB
gym/theatre
and
what we can share for thrifty
awarded in celebration of
Cowichan Station’s 125 year. Annex rooms are available for ideas or home remedies with
rentals on a very reasonable
each other. If you have a
For those of you who have not daily or hourly basis. Plan your good one, send it in to
next party here in YOUR
info@cowichanstation.org
driven down Koksilah Road
community space! For
and we will put it in the next
between Bench and the
questions
or
bookings,
contact
newsletter or post-it on the
highway lately – go! The
Patty
John
at
250-715-0426
or
CSAA web-site. Below are a
historic roofline on our 100theHUB@cowichanstation.org. few examples:
year old schoolhouse has
been restored to its original
(Dacyczyn, 1998. The complete Tightwad Gazette: promoting thrift as a
design, though in longerviable alternative lifestyle)
lasting metal. It looks
fantastic! Thanks to local
Giant Bubble Maker – save coffee cans. Cut off tops and
company Green Isle Homes
bottoms. Hammer the edges smoth. Dip cans in a pan of
for great workmanship and
solution and wave through the air. Have a contest for the biggest
community relations.
bubble, smallest bubble and the bubble that floats the farthest.
Inside, the small kitchen
adjacent to the gym is being
expanded into the space that
used to be occupied by the oil
furnace (now replaced by
geothermal) and will include
indoor seating and windows
for a community café!! We
apologies for any
inconveniences over the next
few months while we make
these improvements.
We have submitted a grant
application to convert the
ground floor of the

Homemade Finger Paints – 1 envelope unflavoured gelatin; ½
cup cornstarch, 3 tbsp sugar; 2 cups cold water; food colouring;
dishwashing liquid; white paper. Soak gelatin in ¼ cup warm
water and put aside. Combine cornstarch and sugar and
gradually add water while slowly cooking over low heat, stirring
until well blended. Remove from heat and add soft-end gelatin.
Divide mixture into separate containers for each colour. For each
colour first add a drop or two of liquid detergent and then add
food colouring until you have the shade you want. Store up to six
weeks in the refrigerator.
Pickle-Juice Reuse – Save the liquid from a jar of pickles when
the pickles are gone. Buy a cucumber and slice it thin and pack
the slices back down in the pickle jar with its liquid. Cover,
refrigerate for four days, and you have a jar of pickles for the cost
of one cucumber.

NEWS BITES
Bright Angel Park – CVRD Staff are proceeding with the planning phases of
the Recreation Rejuvenation Project and Draft Management Plan. They also
re-affirmed their support for reducing RV use in the park and increasing
wilderness experience tenting. A draft Management Plan and layout options
for recreation upgrades will be available for review at an open house late
spring early summer 2013. Under consideration are trail connectivity and
utilities, safety, surveillance, aspect (sun vs. shade) and accessibility.
Respondents in an on-line survey showed support for rehabilitation for the
east side of the park and highlighted dogs and off leash issues remain a hot
topic. CVRD by-law officers are spending more time at the Park to try and
understand the issues better.
NEW! Koksilah Farmers Institute, with focus on ‘Living the Rural Arts’.
You don’t need to be a farmer, you just need to care about your family’s
future, local agriculture, and your Community. If you are interested in sharing
knowledge, learning skills and growing your own food then this is the place
to be! Memberships are $20/single or $35/family, with meetings held the 3rd
Wednesday of the month at the Cowichan Station HUB on Koksilah Rd at
7pm. The very first general meeting will be on March 20th! Bring a pen and
paper and your thinking caps! Contact (250)743-8874 or
a.auchincloss@shaw.ca to let them know your interest.
Koksilah/Cowichan Water Quality Project - In autumn 2012, the Cowichan
Watershed Board, Local Gov'ts Ministry of Environment and Cowichan
Tribes coordinated a cross-jurisdictional water quality monitoring project in
our area.. Early fall is considered the worst water quality time of the year in
our rivers and estuaries, as rains wash accumulated contaminants from our
lands and roads into nearby ditches and streams. In the 5-week period
following our long, dry summer local crews of volunteers sampled water
from the Cowichan River, Koksilah River and Cowichan Bay. The sampling
included source tracking which helps determine the kind of bacteria and
whether from humans or from animals.
Samples from the Koksilah River and its main tributaries at this time of the
year had high levels of turbidity (cloudiness) and E. coli bacteria - beyond
what is considered safe for swimming, fishing or recreating in. Samples from
Cowichan Bay had very high levels of Enterococci bacteria while the
Cowichan River, with a couple of exceptions, was within acceptable ranges
for public safety. The Ministry of Environment and the other partners are
currently producing a report on the findings and following up on potential
sources with the support of the Vancouver Island Health Authority.

Volunteering:
Have you heard the saying: “the
world is run by those who show up”?
Cowichan Station is no different!
CSAA is 100% volunteer run, so if
you know a band you’d like to host,
or if you wish the basketball court
was paved, or if you think the train
station needs some flowers,… come
on out and see if others agree enough
to help make it happen.
Here are some current volunteer
opportunities, but feel free to tell us
how you want to be involved.
Contact Madelaine, Manager of
Volunteers, via CSAA contact info
on back page, or talk to any CSAA
director. (Madeline: 250-746-7804)
Cowichan Station’s 125th Birthday
– event committee: 2013 will mark
125 years since our little train station
was built and Cowichan “Station”
was born. Help organize a
community birthday party!
School Alumni Reunion – event
committee: the original schoolhouse
was built in 1914, making it 100
years old in 2014. Join a committee
to help track down the school’s
alumni and organize a 100th birthday
reunion /party.
Blogger: There is a great story
unfolding here about a small rural
community coming together to save
its community gathering place for
future generations. Anyone have a
writing itch? It would be great to
capture it.
Archivist: The Reunion Committe
needs your help to capture the
history of the school and the
restoration project of the HUB.
Light Construction: Carpentry and
construction skills are ongoing needs
as we renovate and repair. If you
have tools, talent and time, there are
some small jobs that could use you!
Other: legal advice, graphic design,
fund-raising, business outreach,
baking, events, product
research

CSAA is grateful to the following businesses for recent gifts of outstanding volunteer support or in-kind donations!

What’s HUB’BINING in the HUB of the UNIVERSE?
March 16th, "WHO KNEW". - a zany, touching, jaw-dropping ADULT talent show by the
Sunrise Waldorf School, followed by an all-out dance party. Adults only - this is a chance for
parents to let their hair down. All are welcome, tickets are $20 advance from the school, $25 at
the door, cash bar and free munchies. 7PM till late late
March 20th, 1st Koksilah Farmers Institute General Meeting 7PM - monthly on-ward every 3rd
Wednesday - for more information see News Bites.
April 6th – Garifuna Drummers from Belize– HUB 7-10PM Central and South American
Champions. Coming to play and raise money for the development of a CD to take their music to
the world. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5cA_I2PeX3w
April 12th - 125th Birthday Bash, CSAA AGM and Cowichan Station’s 125th Birthday Party
6:30-‘till the dancing stops!
April 28th – Beer and Burger Fundraiser, Cowichan Bay Pub – 5-8PM $20 All proceeds go
towards renovations at new HUB community gathering space.
July 13th – Cowichan Station Summer Celebration - old time family fun!
Ongoing
Capoeira: Brazilian martial art combining dance and music. Mondays 5:30-6:30 pm kids / 6:30-8:00 pm adults
advanced / Wednesdays 7:00-8:30. Contact in person at class-time (first class free) or caju@hotmail.ca.
Girl Guides: Sparks, Brownies, Guides, Pathfinders. Wednesdays 3:00-7:00 pm. Contact Janice Frueh 250.748-2449
HUB’s Senior Social Club: Every Tues, 10:30 am. Contact Pat at 250.597-3394
Seniors’ Fitness: Mon 9:00-10:00 am. Age 55+. Contact Kate Bond at 250.246-8780 or lolfamilyfitness@yahoo.ca
Fit Camp: Various times. Beginners welcome. Contact Kate Bond at 250.246-8780
Mens Club: Weds 7:30pm. Info at www.westcoastmen.org. Contact Grant Waldman at grant@westcoastmen.org
Feldenkrais Classes: Awareness through movement. Sat 4:00-5:00 pm and Wed 9:00-10:00 am. By Donation.
Contact Brenda 250.748-3557.
Jam Night: Held the last Friday of every month. 7:00-10:00pm. Hosted by Kent Ball. All welcome. Audience by
donation. Musicians RSVP in advance to hillbillymoose@hotmail.com, or call Kent at 250.748-7433. Visit facebook
"The Hub Open Mic in Cowichan Station”.
If you can volunteer or bake treats for the booth, call Patty at 715-0426
Drop-in Hockey: Thursday at 4:00 pm. In the gym.

Cowichan Station Area Association
2375 Koksilah Road
Cowichan Station, BC
V9L 6M5
(250)746-1794
http://www.cowichanstation.org

Hoedown

Drum Workshop

Connecting Community
Join the E-News list.
Email info@cowichanstation.org and ask Alison to add you to the list.
Like us on Facebook.
https://www.facebook.com/TheHubAtCowichanStation
Volunteer (See page 3)
Come to Events.

